
March 28, 2017 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

March 28, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene 

Teague presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Chad Martin, Jennifer 

Bowles, Sharon Hodge and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council 

Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley and 

Police Captain Rob Fincher.  

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia 

(1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Bowles, seconded by Council 

Member Lawson, with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council 

Member Lawson, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; and Mayor 

Teague, aye.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) 

Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants 

pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the 

provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of 

Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business 

matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and 

(2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were 

heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was made by Council Member 

Hodge, seconded by Council Member Lawson, with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to 

return to Open Session: Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; Council Member 

Bowles, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.  

Following the invocation by Council Member Lawson and Pledge to the American Flag, 

Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes from March 10 and 11, 2017 Strategic Planning Session 

and March 14, 2017 Council Meeting – Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve 

minutes as presented, Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  

Hear an overview of the March 27, 2017 Northside/Chatham Heights area 

neighborhood tour and meeting – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the Northside and 

Chatham Heights tour including specific areas visited and issues recognized.  Towarnicki also 

detailed information shared by Property Maintenance, the Fire Department and the Police 

Department as well as concerns expressed by residents at the neighborhood meeting and 

actions that would be taken.  Towarnicki thanked Rev. Hatfield and the Chatham Heights 

Baptist Church for hosting the meeting.   
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Presentation of proclamation recognizing April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month – 

Mayor Teague read the proclamation and representatives from the Southside Survivor 

Response Center were present and expressed their appreciation for Council’s support.   

 

Consider adoption of a Resolution recognizing April as Fair Housing Month and 

expressing the City’s pledge to provide equal housing opportunities for all citizens – Mayor 

Teague read the resolution.  Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve the resolution; 

Council Member Hodge seconded the motion.  Hodge reminded Council and residents of a 

previous discussion regarding housing in the area and amendments related to problem 

landlords and asked that Council continue to move forward with action.  Mayor Teague asked 

City Manager Towarnicki and City Attorney Monday to bring that information back to Council 

after budget is complete.  All Council Members voted in favor of the resolution. 
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Consider approval of a resolution authorizing a public hearing and approving related 

actions related to potential financing of the City’s sewer interceptor project – City Manager 

Towarnicki detailed the financing agreement authorized to cover the sewer interceptor project, 

this resolution being the first step that will be needed to move forward with the financing for 

this project.  Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve the resolution, Council 

Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council voting in favor. 
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Conduct two public hearings required under the exemption ordinance enacted in 

January 2007 for two organizations requesting local tax exemption and consider granting the 

requested exemption – City Manager Towarnicki thanked Commissioner of Revenue Ruth 

Easley for her work on the reports provided.  Easley said that Act 4 Ministries, Inc. had pulled 

their request for exemption.  Life Stages Enrichment Services, Inc. has a for-profit side and a 

nonprofit side.  IF Council chooses to grant the exemption approval, they will need to 

determine what kind of exemption the organization will qualify for and classify the 

organization as either benevolent or charitable.  Life Stages representative Valerie Udofia 

detailed the Life Stages Enrichment Services program which serves mental health clients in 

the Martinsville-Henry County area and stated transportation for their appointments is a 

concern.  Another component including housing would be a separate entity from other 

services.  The organization serves 70-80 meals each week and provides a food pantry to those 

in need.  Council Member Hodge confirmed that the food bank services would be included.  

Udofia confirmed that they transport approximately 50 clients each week at no charge.  

Average age of clients is 21 years of age and up and funding comes mostly from in-kind 

donations outside of the client base.  The organization is looking at fundraising options to 

purchase a building, which would allow them to service over 100 clients.  The food bank is for 

the community and not just their clients. Community meals are provided Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays and they also provide a meal to take home.  Mayor Teague opened 

the public hearing.  No one approached the podium; Teague closed the public hearing.  Easley 

was invited back to share the recommendation.  Easley explained options and 

recommendations and clarified stipulations with Ms. Udofia.  The review committee 

recommends that because of the close relationship of the two organizations, exemption lines 

may be crossed and the review committee does not recommend an exemption at this time.  

Council Member Hodge says after hearing details from the organization, transportation is an 

important aspect in this area; Hodge made a motion to grant the exemption, no one seconded 

the motion so motion dies.  Council Member Bowles expressed concern on the vehicle 

registrations and real estate property tax.  Udofia explained that both vehicles are registered 

under the Enrichment Services organization and were registered according the DMV 

requirements.  She also confirmed that there is no budget for employees; they have volunteers 

only who are committed to the cause.  This organization will treat those clients who are turned 

away by other organizations in the community due to their actions or the severity of their 

mental instability.  Teague said the exemption request applies to not only the organization 

today, but also any actions and property obtained in the future.  Bowles stated that she is 

willing to consider the personal property but not real estate.  Hodge suggested if Council 

considers the personal property exemption at this time and not the real estate, then they could 

request that again at a later date.  Council Member Bowles made a motion that Section 21-12 
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of the City Code be amended to grant a local tax exemption for personal property owned by 

Life Stages Enrichment Services, Inc. and that the organization is hereby classified and 

designated as a charitable organization within the context of Section 6(a)(6) of Article X of the 

Constitution of Virginia; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all members voting 

in favor.   
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Hear an update from the Martinsville-Henry County Economic Development 

Corporation – Mark Heath with the EDC was present and provided a monthly update 

regarding tourism, small business, research, and marketing/recruiting.  Heath presented a 

video with information regarding the existing industry grant fund FY2015-FY2017, 2016 

Martinsville-Henry County announced projects and new job positions, and Commonwealth 

Crossing promotion ads including a video. Heath said the Clearview site has been 

recommended to a client and hopes it will be a good fit.  He said he would provide a report on 
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how many employment positions are available verses those positions filled.  Vice Mayor Martin 

asked that the ads be added to a jump drive for easy share with potential businesses.    

 

Hear an update on planned route changes related to the addition of a third bus and 

route to the local transit system – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the route changes 

that would go in to affect with the addition of a third bus, sharing the route map and tentative 

bus stop locations.  There will be a meeting Monday April 10 at 6:30pm at Virginia Museum.  

Monday April 24 will begin a “soft-start” route where the additional bus will begin the new 
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route; the full route will begin May 1.  Signage will be added to new designated stop locations 

but residents can also flag down the bus or request the bus stop at an unassigned stop.  Cost 

to ride the buses is $.50/fare.  The City and County share the cost 50-50 but it is beneficial 

considering most stops are within the City limits.  Towarnicki hopes to see a 33% increase in 

residents that utilize the services.  

      

Consider a request by the Virginia Municipal League to submit nominations for 

membership on the VML 2017 Policy Committees – Council Members volunteered for the 

committee they wished to serve on this coming year.  
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with 

all Members voting in favor. 
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Business from the Floor – Ural Harris, 217 Stewart Street – commented about the 

public hearing on sewer financing and hopes citizens will be provided total cost the County 

will cover and what affect this financing will have on residential rates.   

Comments by Members of City Council – Council member Bowles congratulated the 

STAGS robotic team.  She announced an academic camp being offered to fourth thru seventh 

graders sponsored by New Heights Foundation.  Vice Mayor Martin shared information 

regarding the Habitat for Humanity Train the Trainer program at New College Foundation.  

Mayor Teague reminded residents that this weekend is race weekend and a good opportunity 

to make our community look good.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki reminded Council that 

Thursday is the Leadership event and Pattie Farmer’s retirement reception.  He said the 

Strategic Plan is being double-checked and a final draft will be available soon. The next 

Council meeting is April 11 and the budget will be presented that night.  Council agreed on 

April 12, 13, and 17 for budget work session meetings. 

There being no further business, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:30pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


